HENRICO COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Post-Observation Conference Report

School: Byrd MS
Class: Gifted Resource, A&B Blocks

Observer: S.Pope 
Teacher: Karen Clements

Teacher/Observation Focus: List the PQR(S) focus for the observation:

Section I: Technology Integration - 

1. Planning and designing authentic learning experiences and assessments incorporating contemporary tools and resources, maximizing content learning in context

3. Demonstrating and modeling for students a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems and operations.

Narrative:

During A Block and B Block on October 30th, 2008, Karen Clements partnered with Byrd’s ITRT to present a lesson that is part of a district exemplar advertising unit in the 6th grade TAG curriculum.  The lesson included student review of earlier interest and technology skills surveys done in class.  The students were previously formed in groups and each student had a role in the group.  Groups simulated actual advertising agencies.  The students reviewed during this lesson the 8 basic human needs and distinguished between primary and secondary needs as they listened to sample advertisements (Bloom’s levels 1 & 2).  The students utilized Garage Band through an advertising agency webpage designed through the collaboration of the teacher and ITRT specifically for this unit.  Their charge was to create the radio skit portion of their advertising campaign.  Mrs. Clements instructed all content portions of the lesson and partnered with the ITRT to present the Garage Band application.  Students reflected on their increased knowledge in the authentic use of technology by indicating on their individual surveys any growth from their initial surveys completed in September and their assessment at the end of this lesson.

Commendations:

As part of the post conference, Mrs. Clements recognized by reviewing data gathered during the observation her increased confidence and comfort in modeling technology systems and operations (2nd PQR).  During A Block, the ITRT asked students 9 engaging questions in a 15 minute period related to the use of the application, while Mrs. Clements observed.  During B Block, the ITRT asked 7 engaging questions while Mrs. Clements asked 4 and also answered 2 questions asked by the ITRT.  This shows progress on the second PQR listed above.  Great job! 

Recommendations/Next Steps

From the evidence gathered and our reflective conversation during the post conference, both Mrs. Clements and Mrs. Pope agree that the information gathered during the observation coupled with the students’ measurements of individual growth offer good evidence of success.  These approaches will be continued second semester with a goal of continuing to increase the modeling (PQR I, #3).  Also, the teacher will develop a second unit during second semester in partnership with the ITRT to further demonstrate (PQR I, #1). 
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